There is only one disappointmentthat the book costs ten pounds; but since it is likely to live up to the claim of being 'the standard work on corneal grafting for a number of years' we should all see that we have access to a copy. ANDREW 
ELKINGTON Choriocarcinoma
A Study of its Pathology by W W Park MD FRcPath pp x+214 illustrated £3 London: William Heinemann Medical 1971 The trophoblast and trophoblastic tumours have been a special concern of Dr Park of Dundee for over twenty years and he has now written a slim but superb volume on the pathology of choriocarcinoma which can only be regarded as brilliant. In an early chapter the biological behaviour of normal and neoplastic trophoblast as shown by tissue culture, histochemistry and immunology is compared. This is followed by a consideration of the problems of classification of trophoblastic lesions. These diseases are more common in Asian than in European countries and diagnostic criteria vary in different centres. Three long chapters are then devoted to choriocarcinoma, its morbid anatomy and histology, clinical pathology, and diagnosis and prognosis. Not surprisingly the enigmatic problem of etiology is left to the end of the book.
Dr Park has assembled a large body of knowledge about choriocarcinoma and presents his complex discussions with considerable lucidity and style. His book can be strongly recommended.
DAVID K WILLIAMS
Diseases of the Kidney edited by Maurice B Strauss MD and Louis G Welt MD 2nd ed pp xxv+ 1456 illustrated £23 Boston: Little, Brown 1971 Edinburgh & London: ChurchillLivingstone Knowledge of the structure, function and diseases of the kidney has advanced so rapidly in recent years that no single author now has the encyclopedic knowledge, the time or the obsessional drive required to produce a comprehensive textbook of nephrology. We are therefore greatly indebted to the editors and distinguished authors of the collection of 44 monographs contained in this fine second edition of Strauss & Welt.
This monumental work deserves and is assured of a place in every medical library, but it inevitably suffers a little from the faults of multiple authorship. The chapters vary greatly in quality of content and style of writing, and there is both overlap and omission. Concise, lucid and eminently readable chapters are mixed with long rambling sections rescued by the liberal use of italics. The gestation time has obviously been long since few references in the extensive bibliographies are later than 1967. This seriously detracts from the value of chapters where advances have been most rapid, such as those on transplantation, vitamin D and calcium metabolism, the treatment of urinary tract infections and the radiological assessment of the kidneys. The absence of more recent advances is perhaps inevitable in books of this kind, and may indicate the need for progress supplements.
The chapters by Luxton (irradiation effects), Stanbury (calcium metabolism in renal failure) and Milne (renal tubular disorders) are excellent, as are those by Berliner (physiology), Rhodin (ultrastructure) and Relman and Levinsky (clinical examination of renal function); several others are also good.
How does this book compare with its rivals? In different ways Black's 'Renal Disease' and Hamburger's 'Nephrology' are better, but less comprehensive. Lastly, are these two volumes worth £23 ? Certainly they are, since the mean cost per monograph is only 52 pence. The proceedings of the meeting held in July 1971 in East Berlin have been edited and published with the speed now expected from the European Dialysis and Transplant Association. There are three main sections covering statistical reviews, hmmodialysis and transplantation. The statistical review has been markedly improved by the introduction of a new questionnaire for each patient being treated by regular dialysis and/or transplantation. The compiled data cover 8500 patients, and a new table lists the number of patients per million population receiving treatment in 24 European countries, with a total population of over 400 million. This unique information is of considerable value not only for comparing one's own results but also for national policy-making groups when assessing the needs for expansion of dialysis and renal transplantation facilities.
Over 180 pages of the book are devoted to scientific demonstrations; I doubt whether they should be included in future volumes, as the book increases in size and price. The editorial review, written by Dr W Muir, discusses types of dialysers and monitoring equipment currently available in Europe. It is quite obvious that individual countries have different preferences and, as yet, there is no hope of standardization and rationalization in this field. B HULME
